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Gospel Reflection
   Today’s readings use several types of imagery to describe Jesus’ unique kind of kingship. We hear about
David, the shepherd king, an image that Jesus himself found inspiring. He had no doubt watched shepherds
leading their sheep, placing their own bodies at night across the doorway of the sheepfold to protect them.
It was a lonely, dangerous life, and Jesus identified strongly with that role. Today’s Second Reading uses
the image of a head, indivisible from the rest of the body, but sustaining and guiding it. St.Paul sees the
Church as a body with Christ as its head, reconciling and unifying all creation in himself. The Gospel offers
an even more powerful image. St.Luke describes a scene of execution, with Jesus hanging on the Cross
between two criminals. Undefended against an unjust conviction, humiliated at the hands of his enemies
and dying an agonizing death, there could not be a more vivid image of a servant king bearing the suffering
of those who look to him for rescue. This was not the type of leadership the Jewish high priest or Roman
procurator Pontius Pilate could easily comprehend. They enjoyed wealth and status, and were prepared
to exercise power corruptly in order to keep it. A proper king, they assumed, would use his legal status to
further his own interests. This was the test they put to Jesus: “If you are king of the Jews, save yourself.”
They could not understand that the test of a true king is not whether he can save himself, but whether he
is willing to save his people.
  We, too, may be tempted to conceive of leadership in terms of self-interest. There are times, perhaps,
when we wish Jesus would use his divine power to promote the careers and fortunes of his friends. We
might quite like it if Jesus crushed our enemies. We might enjoy basking in his reflected glory. We might
wish for a share in his power. But the Gospel sets before us an alternative kind of power – love for others
– and a radically different kind of crown – a painful one made up of thorns. To follow Jesus is to care about
others more than about ourselves and to suffer when they suffer. To follow our King is to fight the cause
of justice and peace, and, if necessary, to lay down our lives and reputation in the service of God and those
whom God loves. It is to identify ourselves with the lowly and needy people of this world. We are followers
of a servant king. We have inherited his light. All of us can be leaders in one way or another. We are called
to set a Christian example in the local community, and further afield when the needs or the opportunities
arise. This kind of living can cost us dearly at times. Whatever strength, authority or wisdom we have, we
exercise it humbly as Our Lord did, for the sake of those around us. Jesus Christ, the King of the Universe,
ask nothing less of us.

* * * * * * *

   Psalm Response   I rejoiced when I heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’

   Gospel Acclamation Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David!



PARISH NEWS
Sacred Heart Hindley Green Holy Hour

TODAY, Sunday 24th November at Sacred Heart Hindley Green,
we shall have a Holy Hour from 2pm to 3pm. We will start with the
Rosary for SPUC to end the year for this devotion.

Sacred Heart Hindley Green Christmas Fair Meeting
Parish Meeting on Monday 25th November after 7.00pm Mass to
finalise the arrangements for the Christmas Fair on 1st December.
Have you any books for our book stall at the Christmas Fair? Please
bring them in and leave them in the Gordon Room.

With You Always
The next sessions for Holy Family and St Gabriel’s are: Tuesday
26th November at 2.30pm in school. Thursday 28th November
at either 3.45pm or 6.00pm in Holy Family church.

St John Rigby Parish Forum
The next meeting of St.John Rigby Parish Forum will take place in
St.Richard’s Parish House on Thursday November 28th at
7.00pm. At the meeting we will review how all the changes are going
as well as sharing any plans we have for the future. It will be good
to listen to everyone’s ideas. The meeting should last approximately
an hour. All welcome.

SYNOD 2020 - The Story So Far
Please make sure you take home a Synod leaflet and prayer
card if you have not already done so. As mentioned on the
leaflet, the results of the initial consultation with the people of
the Archdiocese have been published. In his letter Archbishop
Malcolm mentioned that over 20,000 people had responded so
far. So over the next few months we will look at the following
Synod themes:-
● Sharing the mission of Jesus
● How we pray together
● Building community, nurturing belonging

In the Parish of St John Rigby
For each one of the above themes there will be a listening
session and, in the Parish of St John Rigby, we will present
each theme at the weekend Masses every month, where you
will have an opportunity to share your thoughts and opinions.
So please take one of the leaflets and one of the prayer cards
home with you today. The next theme, “Sharing The Mission
Of Jesus” will be shared early in December.

In the Parish of St Margaret Clitherow
Synod 2020 Theme 2 – Sharing the mission of Jesus
Meetings to discuss our proposals on this theme will take place

● Tuesday 26th November at St Ambrose after 9.15am
Mass

● Wednesday 4th December at Holy Family after 7.00pm
Mass

All parishioners are welcome to read the leaflet and fill in the
proposal form and place them in the box in church.

A reminder that you are welcome to attend any or all of the
SYNOD 2020 talks. The next one is on 9th December –
“Complex Catholicism” by Stephen Davies. There will be
more in the New Year. We will publish details of them at a later
date. All talks will take place at Hope University at 7.30pm.
www.synod2020.co.uk/lectures

November Pious List
Lists for names to be written to be placed near the altar during
November of those who have died are at the back of church at St
Ambrose and Holy Family. Please pass these into the office or the
sacristy as soon as possible. Please do not put money with these
lists. If you wish individual Masses to be offered please send a
donation with a Mass Intention in the usual way.
At Sacred Heart Hindley Green your November Lists can be placed
in the box on the Altar. Lists may also be given in at St Richard’s.

Guide News, St Ambrose
Guides are having a Bags2school collection on Friday 29th November.
Bags are available at the back of church, or black bags are OK. We collect;
used clothes, bags, belts, shoes, bedding, curtains, towels and soft toys.
NO quilts or cushions. Bags can be dropped off any Sunday after Mass,
Thursday evenings between 7 and 9pm or between 8:30 and 9 am on the
morning of the 29th November at the church hall.
We are also doing a 'reverse advent calendar'. We are collecting food
items such as tinned and dried goods, tea, coffee, biscuits etc. Any items
can be left at the back of church in a bag marked 'For Guides' before the
1st of December.
Thankyou for all your continued support with our guide unit. All fundraising
helps us to give the girls an interesting and varied programme with lots
of new experiences.  Delia and Bernadette

St Margaret Clitherow Grand Christmas Draw
Tickets for the annual Grand Draw will be on sale after Sunday Masses
at £1 per book. Please support this major fund raiser by buying tickets
and also, if you can, by donating raffle prizes (eg bottles of wines or spirits,
tins of biscuits, boxes of chocolates, toiletries and other suitable items for
raffle prizes). The draw will take place at the Cabaret Evening (see below)
on Friday 29th November.

Christmas Cabaret Evening
The Annual Christmas Cabaret Evening will take place in St Ambrose
Barlow Parish Hall on Friday 29th November. Tickets priced £6 (includes
supper and entertainment provided by our own Steve Green) will be
available soon. See Steve Cooper at the back of church or ring him on
07952 152371 to reserve your ticket. The Christmas Grand Draw will take
place at this event.

Christmas Stall and Santa’s Grotto
We have booked a visit from Santa after the 11.00 Mass at St Ambrose
Barlow on Sunday 1st December. Santa will be in residence for about
an hour after Mass and there will be refreshments on sale. Also there will
be a stall selling all sorts of Brand New Christmas goods (cards, wrappings
etc). To make this a success we are appealing for donations of new
Christmas goods that we can sell on the Christmas Stall. If you can help
just bring your items to church before the date (or even on the day).

Luxury Christmas Hamper Raffle
Tickets will be on sale to win a luxury hamper at the back of St Ambrose
Church after the weekend Masses. The draw for the hamper will take
place after Mass on Sunday 1st December. As usual, we are appealing
for donations of items for the hamper. If you can provide any of the items
on the list in the church porch then please write your name against the
item(s) you wish to donate and hand them in at church by Saturday 30th
November.

Christingle at Holy Family
This will be on Tuesday 3rd December and volunteers are asked
to help with the building of the Christingles. If you can help with
this please come to Holy Family school at 1.30pm on Monday
2nd December.

Ladies Group
The next meeting of the Ladies Group will take place on Tuesday 3rd
December at 2:00pm in St Ambrose Barlow Church Hall. Raffle Joyce
Nuttall & Susan Gaskell

CAFOD Fun Run
Friday 27th December 2019, Liverpool. More details next week



Christmas Cards
HCPT Christmas Cards: A beautiful selection of cards are now on sale
at the back of Holy Family Church.
Sacred Heart, Hindley Green Repository Shop - Christmas Cards
are now available in the shop at the back of church. If you wish to order
things from the catalogue please speak to Chris England after Mass.

Advent Toy Collection
New Toy/Gift Collection for Royal Manchester Children's Hospital
As in previous years we will have this collection during Advent,
commencing Sunday, 1st December and ending Sunday, 15th
December. The gifts are for babies going up to 18 years. The children
do not always have a visit at Christmas due to travelling difficulties and
having other children in the family who need consideration too. The staff
aim to make their stay as lovely as possible. The gifts do need to be
new and toys should bear the safety labels. Donations of wrapping paper
etc are welcomed.
There will be large Christmas bags at the back of churches where you
can leave your donations.
This collection is so valuable and so greatly appreciated and we thank
you in advance for your kindness.

Rosary for the Unborn
Our final Rosary for the Unborn will take place Saturday 7th December
at 10.00 a.m. in St Ambrose Barlow Church. This will conclude our
twelve months of prayer. Thank you to all for your participation in this
endeavour. Pat Mullaley.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Holy Family Catholic Primary School Christmas Fair

Saturday 30th November, 11am – 2pm
Everyone welcome. If you would like to book a table, please contact
Lynsey Speakman through school. Thank you.

Sacred Heart Hindley Green Christmas Fair
1st December starting at 12 noon

Please leave any books for the book stall in the Gordon Room.

Advent Carol Service
Churches Together In Atherton are organizing an Advent Carol Service
in St.Phillip’s Church on Sunday December 1st at 6.30pm. Please
come along and join us in prayer as we begin this important time of the
year. If anyone would like to read at the service please see Fr.Paul (the
Big One!) as soon as possible.
There will also be an evening of Taize Prayer during Advent. This will
take place in St.Richard’s on Wednesday December 11th at 7.30pm.
All welcome.

Christmas Party Invite from Students at
St. Mary’s Sixth Form

Tuesday, 10th December 2019
St. Mary’s Sixth Form students would like to invite the senior

members of our parishes to their annual Christmas party, at St. Mary’s
on Tuesday, 10th December between 12:00pm and 2:00pm, in the
school’s Conference Centre. Refreshments and entertainment will be
provided, along with a raffle and prize bingo.
If you would like to attend please add your names to the list at the back
of the church by Sunday 1st December, or email
j.knight@smchs.org.uk so we can cater for numbers appropriately.
Please also inform us of any special dietary requirements, or if you will
need a parking space.  Looking forward to seeing you there.

Reflect
Jesus is King, but not the kind of king we might have imagined or
expected. His kingship was hidden from many of his contemporaries,
but those who had the eyes of faith were able to see. What surprises
or consoles you about the contrast between an ordinary king’s
power, riches and influence and the broken tortured dying man
whose only gift is compassion and hope?
Pray
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit -
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
Act
In the Gospel, the criminal crucified with Jesus asked for forgiveness
with the last few breaths of his body. Jesus responded with compas-
sion and love. Imagine you had one last prayer to offer to the
Lord.....what would you say to him?
Challenge
Appearances can be deceptive. We are often quick to judge people
by how they look, but in doing so miss the essential uniqueness of
each individual. Take time this week to see others in the light of
Christ and, in doing so, accept them just as they are.

Clergy Addresses
Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street, Atherton,
Manchester M46 OAQ
Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock Lane,
Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN

Schools
www.athertonsacredheart.wigan.sch.uk

www.boothstownholyfamily.wigan.sch.uk
www.saintambrosebarlow.co.uk
www.saintgabrielsprimary.co.uk
www.saintrichards.wigan.sch.uk

www.Hindleygreensacredheart.co.uk
http://stmaryschs.org.uk/

Finance
All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St Margaret
Clitherow. (Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank you.

Sacred Heart Hindley Green Club (Behind the Church)
Bingo: Tues + Sun at 9:00pm        Concerts every Saturday

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Function room available for hire.

Christmas Bingo in the Club starts next Wednesday see dates below:-
● Wednesday 27th November 8.30pm.
● Wednesday 4th December 8.30pm.
● Wednesday 11th December 8.30pm.

You could win Turkeys, Chickens, Whiskey or Wine.

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS
St Margaret Clitherow

Offertory                 £1226.26
SVP           £  144.95

St John Rigby
Offertory                £1288.62
SVP           £  195.81
CAFOD Box (Sacred Heart, Hindley Green)  £    15.00

SECOND COLLECTIONS
Today

Animate
National Youth Sunday: The annual National Youth Sunday
collection goes to support Animate - the Archdiocesan Youth Service.
Check out their website: www.c0861599.myzen.co.uk/animate

Next Week
Christmas Greetings Card Campaign 2019

Our annual opportunity to send cards to prisoners of conscience will
take place next weekend. Cards, in stamped envelopes, together with
information about the prisoners and advice on how to send the
greetings, will be available after all Masses next weekend. A donation
of £1.50 per card is requested to cover all the costs including postage.
Please support our campaign again this year and send a message of
hope this Christmas. Thank you.

Please could all St Margaret Clitherow parish items for the
newsletter be sent to the office at Holy Family or email

margaretclitherow@yahoo.com by Wednesday evening?



READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND
First Sunday of Advent

First Reading – Isaiah 2:1-5
The prophet Isaiah shares a vision of a world at peace under God
which challenges Christians to work for this new world which was
inaugurated by Christ.
Second Reading – Romans 13:11-14
St.Paul offers a wake-up call, and urges us to turn away from the
darkness of evil, and to walk in the light of Christ.
Gospel Reading – Matthew 24:37-44
The Gospel urges us to stay awake because we do not know the
day or the hour when Christ will return.

All Cancer Patients
Anelyse Lewis
Anne Broad
Arthur Leggett
Baby George
Baby Grace
Baby Luke
Bernard O’Donnell
Brenda Southern
Bridie Molyneux
Catherine Jones
Christopher Browne
Clare Barlow
Clifford Browne
Eddie Shaw
Elizabeth Hulmes
Elizabeth Levien
Emma Oldham
Enid Kenwright
Freda Peake
Gerald Hackett
Guy Ryan
Hannah Delargy
 Irene McIntyre
Jack Rothwell
Jean Tchibukdjian
Jennifer Langin
Jess Garrett
Jessie Lucas
Joan Wilkinson
John Neary
John Wall
Kathy Kenyon
Margaret Case
Margaret Dawson
Margaret Ross
Margaret Wall
Mary Bird
Mary Tiernan
Maureen Halliday
Michael Wright
Rev Jim Melia
Sandra Jones
Shelagh Welsby
Stephen Howell
Terence Flanagan
Terry Barlow
Thelma Humble
Theresa Stanley
Wyn Wright
Yvonne Mellin
+ Additions this week
Baby Lyla Faith
Thomas McLoughlin
Anne Murphy
Bridie Phillips
Doreen Smith
Eileen McAlister
Eileen Watkinson
Elsie Byron
Jean Culkin
Jean Rafferty
Jedd Balmer
Jimmy Rafferty
Joan Baines
Joan Cave
John Atkins
Joyce Gorton
Leonard Sandelands
Martin Culkin
Maureen Blears
Michael Gallagher
Nora Smith
Robert Barron

Please pray for
those who are Sick

LATELY DEAD
Please pray for
those who have
died recently:

Baby Orianna
Agnes Gater
Edna Hynes
Alan Price

& Fr Arthur Mulcahy
(late Parish Priest, St Ambrose

Barlow) Anniversary 27th November
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,

and let perpetual light shine upon
them. May they rest in peace. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday Confessions after 10.00am Mass at Holy Family and

after 6.00pm Mass at St Ambrose & 6.30pm Mass at St Richard’s.
Friday Confessions, 7.30pm at Sacred Heart, Hindley Green

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment.

Week Beginning
24th November Holy Family St. Ambrose

Barlow St. Richard’s Sacred Heart
Hindley Green

SUNDAY 9.30 am
Denis Sweeney

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Justin Whelehan

11.00 am
Anna Bartoszek &

Dorothy & Gerchard
(Geoff) Bartoszek

(Sat) 6.30 pm
John Quain

9.30 am
Eileen Veronica

Moran

(Sat) 5.00 pm
Thomas Anthony

Rynn

MONDAY 7.00 pm
The Holy Souls

TUESDAY

9.15 am
John Evans

9.15 am
Ken Birchall

2.15 pm
Funeral Service for

Agnes Gater

9.15 am
The Holy Souls

WEDNESDAY 6.00 pm
Mary Bird

(Please note earlier
time this week)

12.45 pm
Funeral Service for

Edna Hynes

9.00 - 10.00 am
Exposition of the

Blessed Sacrament

10.00 am
 Kathleen Young

THURSDAY
10.00 am

Deceased Members
of the Hogg Family

9.15 am
John McKiernan No Service

FRIDAY

10.00 am
Successful Trip

Mass in St Gabriel’s
School

7.00 pm
The Holy Souls

Confessions 7.30pm

SATURDAY

10.00 am
Michael Grady

10.00 am
Exposition & Rosary

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Alice O’Gorman

(Sat) 6.30 pm
Connie Seddon

(Sat) 5.00 pm
Thomas & Margaret

Delaney
& Winnie Foster

NEXT SUNDAY
9.30 am

John Walton 11.00 am
George Daniel Love

9.30 am
Dennis Yates

BAPTISMS
We welcome into our family of Faith

Amelia Dolan
Gracie-Jo Maher

May God bless them
& their families.

Anniversaries (Sacred Heart, Hindley Green)

Thomas Cunliffe, Jenny Higginson, Edna May Green, Clifford Heaton,
Helen Turner, Patrick Hill, Francis Michael Tarney


